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Biblical Reflections on Christian Discipleship 2
The Prayer of Saint Francis of Assisi before the Crucifix

Most High, glorious God,
enlighten the darkness of my heart and give me
true faith, certain hope, and perfect charity,
sense and knowledge, Lord, that I may carry out
Your holy and true command. Amen.
FEB 1
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MAR 15
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APR 19
MAY 3

Sin, Grace and Discipleship
The Gospel of Failed Discipleship
The Role of the Eucharist in Recovering Authentic Discipleship
The Journey of Discipleship in the Gospel of Luke and Acts
Portraits of Beloved Discipleship in the Gospel of John
Pauline Paths of Christian Discipleship
The New Evangelization as Shared Discipleship

Genesis 3: 1-15 – Responding to Sin

The LORD God then called to the man and asked him: Where are you? 10 He answered, “I
heard you in the garden; but I was afraid, because I was naked, so I hid.” 11 Then God
asked: Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I had
forbidden you to eat? 12 The man replied, “The woman whom you put here with me—she
gave me fruit from the tree, so I ate it.” 13 The LORD God then asked the woman: What is
this you have done? The woman answered, “The serpent tricked me, so I ate it.” 14 Then the
LORD God said to the serpent: Because you have done this, cursed are you among all the
animals, tame or wild; On your belly you shall crawl, and dust you shall eat all the days of
your life. 15 I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring
and hers; They will strike at your head, while you strike at their heel.
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Matthew 16: 13-23
13 When

Jesus went into the region of Cæsarea Philippi he asked his disciples, “Who do
people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist, others
Elijah, still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But who do you say
that I am?” 16 Simon Peter said in reply, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17
Jesus said to him in reply, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah. For flesh and blood has not
revealed this to you, but my heavenly Father. 18 And so I say to you, you are Peter, and
upon this rock I will build my church, and the gates of the netherworld shall not prevail
against it. 19 I will give you the keys to the kingdom of heaven. Whatever you bind on earth
shall be bound in heaven; and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.”

20 Then

he strictly ordered his disciples to tell no one that he was the Messiah. 21 From that
time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer greatly
from the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed and on the third day be
raised. 22 Then Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, “God forbid, Lord! No such
thing shall ever happen to you.” 23 He turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You
are an obstacle to me. You are thinking not as God does, but as human beings do.”
Mark 16: 1-20

When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary, the mother of James, and Salome
bought spices so that they might go and anoint him. 2 Very early when the sun had risen,
on the first day of the week, they came to the tomb. 3 They were saying to one another,
“Who will roll back the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?” 4 When they looked
up, they saw that the stone had been rolled back; it was very large. 5 On entering the tomb
they saw a young man sitting on the right side, clothed in a white robe, and they were
utterly amazed. 6 He said to them, “Do not be amazed! You seek Jesus of Nazareth, the
crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Behold, the place where they laid him. 7 But
go and tell his disciples and Peter, ‘He is going before you to Galilee; there you will see
him, as he told you.’” 8 Then they went out and fled from the tomb, seized with trembling
and bewilderment. They said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.
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9 When

he had risen, early on the first day of the week, he appeared first to Mary
Magdalene, out of whom he had driven seven demons. 10 She went and told his companions
who were mourning and weeping. 11 When they heard that he was alive and had been seen
by her, they did not believe.
12 After

this he appeared in another form to two of them walking along on their way to the
country. 13 They returned and told the others; but they did not believe them either.
14 But

later, as the eleven were at table, he appeared to them and rebuked them for their
unbelief and hardness of heart because they had not believed those who saw him after he
had been raised. 15 He said to them, “Go into the whole world and proclaim the gospel to
every creature. 16 Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved; whoever does not believe
will be condemned. 17 These signs will accompany those who believe: in my name they will
drive out demons, they will speak new languages. 18 They will pick up serpents [with their
hands], and if they drink any deadly thing, it will not harm them. They will lay hands on the
sick, and they will recover.”
So then the Lord Jesus, after he spoke to them, was taken up into heaven and took his seat
at the right hand of God. 20 But they went forth and preached everywhere, while the Lord
worked with them and confirmed the word through accompanying signs. And they
reported all the instructions briefly to Peter’s companions. Afterwards Jesus himself,
through them, sent forth from east to west the sacred and imperishable proclamation of
eternal salvation. Amen.
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