Biblical Reflections on Christian Discipleship
The Prayer Saint Francis of Assisi before the Crucifix

Most High, glorious God,
enlighten the darkness of my heart and give me
true faith, certain hope, and perfect charity,
sense and knowledge, Lord, that I may carry out
Your holy and true command. Amen.
Discipleship and Discernment
Genesis 3: 1-15
1 John 4: 1-6
John 2: 1-11

Where are you? Who told you that?
Discerning the Spirits
Reading the Signs

Examples of Failed Discipleship
Matthew 16: 13-23
Mark 16: 1-20
Matthew 26: 26-29

Luke 24: 13-35

Faulty Understanding of the Son of Man
Failed Disciples Nonetheless Commisioned at Table
Four Eucharistic Actions (and Mark 14: 22-25, Luke 22: 15-20, Luke 24: 13-35,
Matthew 14: 13-21, Matthew 15: 32-39, Mark 6: 30-44, Mark 8: 1-9, Luke 9: 12-17,
John 6: 1-14, 1 Corinthians 11: 23-26
Eucharist as Stimulus of Recovering Discipleship

Portraits of Beloved Discipleship
John 4: 4-42
John 9: 1-41
John 11: 1-44
John 20: 24-29
John 21: 1-25

The Samaritan Woman
The Man Born Blind
Martha of Bethany
My Lord and My God
The Rehabilitation of Peter

Discipleship from Call to Conversion
The Phenomenon of God’s Call
1. The crisis in which God confronts His chosen one

2. The commissioning of that person for some action or message
3. The objections raised by the one chosen in the form

of inadequacy for the task

4. The assurance of God’s help, often in the formula I will be with you
5. The sign that confirms the commission, often with the content of the commission

Exodus 3: 1-17
Exodus 4: 1-26
Judges 6: 11-24
1 Samuel 3: 2-14
Isaiah 6: 1-13
Jeremiah 1: 3-16
Acts 9: 1-19

The Call of Moses
The Predicament of Moses
The Call of Gideon
The Call of Samuel
The Call of Isaiah
The Call of Jeremiah
The Call and Conversion of Saul

The Predicament and Consolation of Discipleship
Revelation 12: 1 A great sign appeared in the sky, a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon

under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars. 2 She was with child and wailed aloud
in pain as she labored to give birth. 3 Then another sign appeared in the sky; it was a huge red
dragon, with seven heads and ten horns, and on its heads were seven diadems. 4 Its tail swept
away a third of the stars in the sky and hurled them down to the earth. Then the dragon stood
before the woman about to give birth, to devour her child when she gave birth. 5 She gave birth
to a son, a male child, destined to rule all the nations with an iron rod. Her child was caught up
to God and his throne. 6 The woman herself fled into the desert where she had a place
prepared by God, that there she might be taken care of for twelve hundred and sixty days.
7 Then war broke out in heaven; Michael and his angels battled against the dragon. The dragon
and its angels fought back, 8 but they did not prevail and there was no longer any place for
them in heaven. 9 The huge dragon, the ancient serpent, who is called the Devil and Satan, who
deceived the whole world, was thrown down to earth, and its angels were thrown down with it.
10 Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say: “Now have salvation and power come, and the
kingdom of our God and the authority of his Anointed. For the accuser of our brothers is cast
out, who accuses them before our God day and night. 11 They conquered him by the blood of
the Lamb and by the word of their testimony; love for life did not deter them from death. 12
Therefore, rejoice, you heavens, and you who dwell in them. But woe to you, earth and sea, for
the Devil has come down to you in great fury, for he knows he has but a short time.” 13 When
the dragon saw that it had been thrown down to the earth, it pursued the woman who had
given birth to the male child. 14 But the woman was given the two wings of the great eagle, so
that she could fly to her place in the desert, where, far from the serpent, she was taken care of
for a year, two years, and a half-year. 15 The serpent, however, spewed a torrent of water out
of his mouth after the woman to sweep her away with the current. 16 But the earth helped the
woman and opened its mouth and swallowed the flood that the dragon spewed out of its
mouth. 17 Then the dragon became angry with the woman and went off to wage war against
the rest of her offspring, those who keep God’s commandments and bear witness to Jesus. 18 It
took its position on the sand of the sea.

